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The 42nd edition of the Dakar rally with an overall 
distance close to 7,900 km; the competitors will battle 
over 5,000 km at 12 special stages 
 
2 to 5 January: SCRUTINEERING AND CEREMONIAL 
START 
11 January: REST DAY at Riyadh 
17 January: FINISH AND FINAL PODIUM 
 
The Dakar will be the first world-class sporting event 
held in Qiddiya, a city whose foundation stone was laid 
in 2018 and which will be focused on entertainment and 
culture. The vast complex, located about 40 kilometres 
from Riyadh, will include attractions such as a theme 
and amusement park, world-class sports facilities and 
multidisciplinary art centres. It is set to open to the 
public in 2022. 
 
The route of the first edition of the Dakar in Saudi 
Arabia explores the vast expanses of the largest 
country in the Middle East. The drivers and crews will 
be facing a total of 7,500 km, including 5,000 km of 
special stages, five of them are longer than 450 km. In 
a country where the desert is king, 75% of the rally will 
be over sand… all types of sand. 
 

DAKAR 2020 
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THE ROUTE 

 
 
The first third of the rally will test the navigation skills of the riders and crews. The direction 
choices will be made more complicated by the multitude of tracks. Near the Red Sea or the 
Jordanian border for the stages around Neom then towards Al Ula, it will be the navigators who 
will lead the way. With more and more sand, the course will pose major challenges in the dunes 
between Ha’il and the capital Riyadh, where there will be a rest day. The rally will continue and 
intensify with the discovery and exploration of the vast “Empty Quarter” desert portion of the 
Saudi territory where the all-important Shubaytah and Haradh stages will be contested. But the 
general classification will not necessarily be set in stone heading into the final Qiddiya stage, 
where navigation could catch out even the best. 
  
Download the map in *.pdf 
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MAZ-SPORTauto, 2019 

Vladimir Vasilyev on the DAKAR RALLY 
2019 

The route of the 42nd edition of the Dakar, which will start in Jeddah 
on 5 January 2020 and conclude 12 stages later in Qiddiya near the 
Saudi capital of Riyadh, was announced this morning at the Arab 
World Institute in Paris. With an overall distance close to 7,900 km, 
the competitors will battle over 5,000 km of special stages. In 
addition to discovering the Saudi Arabian dunes, which will be 
featured in the second-half of the rally, the first-half of the Dakar will 
take the crews through a labyrinth of tracks where navigation skills 
will be essential. 
 
The change of continent will come with rule changes aimed to stay 
true to the founding principles of the cross-country rally, a discipline 
that allows amateurs to rub shoulders and sometimes battle with 
professionals. The new roadbooks and the new marathon stages will 
help to reduce the gaps. 
 
The official entry list for the 2020 Dakar includes 351 vehicles (vs 
334 in 2019): 170 bikes and quads, 134 cars and SSVs and 47 
trucks expected in Saudi Arabia, which is a 5% increase from the 
start in the Peruvian capital of Lima last January. While the 
proportion of South American entrants has logically decreased, there 
are still 42 vehicles representing South America on the list...  
 

ABOUTE THE RACE 
 

Home to 3.5 million people, the second-largest city in the 
country is also its economic heart thanks to its commercial port 
on the Red Sea, which goes back to the 7th century. Just for 
once, the gateway to the holy cities of Mecca and Medina will 
also be a launch pad for the drivers, riders and crews of the 
Dakar. King Fahd’s Fountain, which ejects water at a speed of 
375 km/h, and Jeddah Tower, which will soon reach a height of 
1,001 m, will inspire the competitors with grandiose ideas and a 
burning ambition. 
 

JEDDAH 
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RUSSIAN PARTICIPANTS 
 
while there were just 12 during the last African edition in 
2007. Among the 557 competitors entered, 53 nationalities 
are represented, with a leading trio dominated by the 
French delegation (258), followed by Spain (77) and the 
Netherlands (53). The most significant increase is from 
host country Saudi Arabia that will be represented by 18 
raiders (13 drivers/riders and 5 co-drivers). And finally, 13 
women are entered for the 2020 Dakar, including the 
female tandem of Camelia Liparoti and Annett Fischer. 
 
The Russians will participate in several racing categories: 
Vladimir Vasilyev will perform together with the Ukrainian 
Vitaliy Yevtyekhov in a Mini All4 Racing car prepared by 
the German X-RAID team in the Car standings (T1). 
Konstantin Zhiltsov will assist the driver from Saudi Arabia, 
Yazeed Al-Rajhi. In addition to them, the crews of Denis 
Krotov and Alexander Dorosinsky will also compete in off-
road vehicles. Sergey Karyakin and Anton Vlasiuk, Alexey Shmotyev, Fedor Vorobyov and Kirill 
Shubin, Ilya Rouss will take part in the SSV category (T3). Dmitry Agoshkov will compete in the 
Bike category. Traditionally, the largest number of Russian representatives will participate in the 
Truck category, where the KAMAZ-master team will have four crews: Eduard Nikolaev, co-
driver Evgeny Yakovlev, mechanic Vladimir Rybakov; Andrey Karginov, co-driver Andrey 
Mokeev, mechanic Igor Leonov; Anton Shibalov, co-driver Dmitry Nikitin, mechanic Ivan 
Tatarinov; Dmitry Sotnikov, co-driver Ruslan Akhmadeev, mechanic Ilgiz Akhmetzianov 

 

 
  

Given the size and nature of the 
Saudi landscape, in 2020 the 
Dakar returns to its extreme 
roots in terms of endurance, with 
5 special stages that cover more 
than 450 kms out of 12. To rise 
to this challenge, a series of 
measures aim to level the 
playing field between 
professional teams and 
amateurs. Sporting equity in 
favour of strategy and race 
management is the heart of 
cross-country rally. 
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INNOVATION 
The road book: now in colour 
 
According to an intuitive and widely shared code, the symbols in the road book boxes will be 
printed in colour. This will significantly reduce preparatory work for the following stage, 
especially for amateur drivers joining the bivouac late, enabling them to focus more on the 
recovery and maintenance of their vehicles. For at least four stages, the road book will be 
distributed in the morning at the start of the special stage: the closest thing to absolute equality. 
 
 
Required stop point 
 
Like bikes and quads that already feature a 15-minute break at fuel stops during a special 
stage, a stop point must now be respected by all categories. This break time is useful in two 
ways in terms of safety: it imposes time to rest and refocus and also reduces the number of 
overtakes between UTVs and cars for example. 
 
 
“Super marathon” stage 
 
Only 10 minutes of mechanical repair time will be permitted for bikes and quads upon arrival at 
the Neom bivouac! Strategy and race management issues, particularly tyre wear, will be even 
trickier than usual. Another more conventional marathon stage, with assistance only authorised 
between competitors, will be organised in Shubaytah. 
 
 
Wild card 
 
If forced to retire (except for medical reasons), a crew or a driver may be allowed to resume the 
race by participating in a separate ranking called “Dakar Experience” for the rest of the rally. 
This second chance will allow unlucky amateurs to keep learning and return with more cards up 
their sleeve to complete the rally in the future. Competitors on the Elite List are excluded. 
 
 
New SSV rules 
 
In accordance with FIA regulations, there will be a single T3 category for lightweight buggies (< 
900 kg) with an engine size less than 1,000 cc. They will be divided into two classes: T3.S (in 
production) limited to 120 km/h and T3.P (prototypes) limited to 130 km/h, all equipped with a 
restrictor to even the playing field in terms of performance. 
 
 
T4.3s on track 
 
Category T4.3 support trucks will be required to rejoin the special stage route at the point where 
they left it if they have gone off course to provide assistance. Assistance cannot be given to a 
vehicle that has not completed the entire route. 
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ABOUTE THE PARTNER COMPANY 
 
 

G-Energy is a premium brand of motor oils from Gazprom Neft, 
designed for the most modern European, American and 
Japanese cars. The unique adaptive ACF technology used in the 
oil allows you to enhance the necessary performance properties 

depending on the engine operating conditions, activating the necessary additives at the right 
time. Products are manufactured at the Gazpromneft-SM plant in Bari (Italy). Oils are approved 
by the world’s leading manufacturers (MB, VW, Renault, GM, etc.). In 2013 Gazpromneft-SM 
was the first company at the Russian market to produce a specialized line of 100% synthetic G-
Energy Racing oils, specially designed for professional racing cars and modern sports cars. G-
Energy Racing oils provide maximum engine protection against wear, as well as effectively 
protect its parts from the formation of deposits, maintaining operational properties even at 
maximum loads typical for racing. 
 
 
Mobile laboratory is a unique complex that allows to make the rapid oils analysis. It is 
equipped with three high-tech devices: Fluid Scan IR spectrometer, xSort xRF spectrometer 
and MiniVisc mini viscometer. The Fluid Scan IR spectrometer assesses the degree of the 
working oil degradation compared to a sample of clean product. It measures the additive 
package relative depletion and the base number reduction, determines the degree of the 
product contamination with coolant, water, soot; determines the degree of the product nitration, 
oxidation, sulfation. The measured values of these indicators allow to diagnose the engine 
systems condition and assess the degree of the product “aging”. The xSF xSort spectrometer 
shows the content of metals and abrasive contaminants (atmospheric dust) in samples of 
operating oil. Metals in oil are products of parts wear, indicating elements of additives. The 
viscometer allows to assess the dynamics of changes in the operating oil kinematic viscosity 
that, in turn, is responsible for ensuring the pressure in the lubrication system and ensuring the 
required thickness of the oil film on the rubbing, loaded parts. The measured parameters values 
allow to diagnose system failure and engine parts wear, to determine the presence of 
pollutants, to assess the reserve of the product operational properties. 
 

Gazpromneft – Lubricants (OOO Gazpromneft-SM), a 
subsidiary of Gazprom Neft, specializing in the production and 
sale of oils, lubricants and technical fluids. It was created in 
November 2007. Products are manufactured at 6 sites in 

Russia, Italy and Serbia. Total production is 600 thousand tons ofhigh-quality oils, lubricants 
and technical fluids per year. The Omsk Lubricants Plant (OZSM) has the most modern 
complex in Russia for oils mixing, filling and packaging with a total annual mixing and packing 
capacity of 300 thousand tons. The system of Gazpromneft - Lubricants management and its 
production assets comply with the requirements of international standards ISO 9001, ISO 
14001, IATF 16949 and OHSAS 18001. The company products consumers are the largest 
industrial enterprises; the range includes 600 types of oils and lubricants for all market sectors 
(over 1500 commodity items). The company products have over 330 approvals from leading 
manufacturers: KAMAZ, BMW, Mercedes-Benz, Volkswagen, Volvo, Renault, General Motors, 
Cummins, MAN, ZF, Bosch Rexroth, and others. The company also manufactures and sells 
marine oils. Gazpromneft-SM accounts for 21% of the packaged lubricants market in Russia, 
and also operates in the CIS and Baltic countries, Europe, Central and Southeast Asia, Africa, 
South America, etc. The company products are represented in 75 countries of the world. 
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G-ENERGY TEAM CREWS 
 
 
Vladimir Vasilyev, the honored master of sports of Russia, assisted by the Ukrainian Vitaly 
Evtekhov, will start in the SSV standings with the G-Energy logo on board (No. 317). The MAZ-
SPORTauto team will perform in the Truck standings also with the G-Energy support – Sergey 
Vyazovich, Alexander Vasilevsky and Alexey Vishnevsky will drive the racing trucks. 
 
 

CARS 

 Off-road vehicles (Car standings): 

 No. 317 – Vladimir Vasilyev / Vitaliy Yevtyekhov 

Vehicle: Mini All4 Racing 

Category/Class: T1.2 – modified off-roadster, equipped with 
diesel engine 

Team: X-Raid G-Energy 

The best result is a victory at a special stage and 5th place in the 
2015 classification, the first start at DAKAR was in 2013. 

Competitor's dossier >>> 

TRUCKS 
No. 503 – Sergey Vyazovich / Pavel Garanin / Anton 
Zaporoshchenko 

Vehicle: MAZ-6440RR 

Category / Class: T4.2 – truck, modified, equipped with a diesel 
engine 

Engine – Gyrtech G-13, six-cylinder turbocharged diesel. The 
working volume is 12.5 liters, power 960 hp, torque 4500 N.m. 
The maximum speed is 140 km/h (limited by regulations). The 
fuel tank is designed for 1000 liters. The platform includes an 
Allison automatic transmission of 4,000th series, Weweler 

springs, Reiger racing shock absorbers (two per wheel), Finnish Sisu axles and ZF transfer 
case, but other components (frame, cab, power frame and the like) are made in Belarus. 

The last year result was the sixth place in the Truck standings, the first start at DAKAR was in 
2013. The best result is the second place in the Truck standings in 2018. 

Competitor's dossier >>> 
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No. 508 – Alexander Vasilevsky / Dmitry Vikhrenko / Vitaly 
Murylev 

Vehicle: MAZ-5309RR 

Category / Class: T4.2 – truck, modified, equipped with a diesel 
engine 

Engine – Gyrtech G-13, six-cylinder turbocharged diesel. The 
working volume is 12.5 liters., power 980 hp at 2100 rpm., 
torque 4500 N.m. The maximum speed is 140 km/h (limited by 
regulations). Acceleration to 100 km/h in 9.5 seconds. Gross 

vehicle weight is 9,500 kg. Cruising range is 800 km. ZF gearbox with 16 gears. Tires 14.00 
R20 Michelin Continental, Belshina. 

The last year result was the eighth place in the Truck standings, the best result is the sixth 
place in the Truck standings in 2017, the first start at DAKAR was in 2012. 

Competitor's dossier >>> 

 

No. 528 – Alexey Vishnevsky / Maxim Novikov / Andrey 
Neverovich 

Car: MAZ-5309RR 

Category / Class: T4.2 – truck, modified, equipped with a diesel 
engine 

Engine – Gurtech G-13, six-cylinder turbocharged diesel. The 
working volume is 12.5 liters., power 980 hp at 2100 rpm., 
torque 4500 N.m. The maximum speed is 140 km/h (limited by 
regulations). Acceleration to 100 km/h in 9.5 seconds. Cruising 

range is 800 km. Gross vehicle weight is 9,500 kg. Allison Gearbox. Tires 14.00 R20 Michelin, 
Continental, Belshina. 

The last year result is the 11th position in the Truck standings, the first start at DAKAR was in 
2017. 

Competitor’s dossier >>> 
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GLOSSARY 
CROSS-COUNTRY RALLIES  

The Cross-country rallies are car competitions held on the off-road and public roads. The task of 
each crew consisting of two people (three in truck crews, a mechanic is added), a driver and a co-
driver, is to pass the special stages (SS) by the route described in a particular road book, with 
several mandatory checkpoints, as soon as possible with the highest speed. The race winner is 
determined according to the amount of time spent at the special stages. 

Cross-country rallies distance is quite long and it is practically impossible to lay a single continuous 
fast track. Therefore, in addition to the special stages, there are road seсtions – the so-called 
liaisons passing by public roads not prepared for the race, where the crew is required to withstand a 
specific schedule of the time control points passage, while respecting the driving regulations. All 
crew deviations from the desired schedule, the special stages result and rules violations are 
recorded in a special time card and considered for the final result calculation. 

Depending on the competition duration in time and length of the route, cross-country rallies are 
divided into three types: Bajas, rallies and marathons. Since this is the shortest kind of the race, the 
Baja route length is not more than 1,200 km and 5 days. The second-long competition is the so-
called rally; the length of its route is not more than 6,500 km and the race duration does not exceed 
10 days. And finally, the longest kind of off-road racing – the marathon is held in a linear format, and 
can last up to 30 days with a total route length more than 6,500 km.  

According to the International Automobile Federation (FIA) technical regulations, the following 
scoring categories are approved: 

T1 – SUVs that have significant changes in relation to the factory model (powertrain, transmission 
and suspension), prototypes of a free design, original cars and buggies. 

T2 – production (factory) SUVs with minimal alterations, without changes in the body structure and 
suspension. 

T3 – production all-terrain vehicles (SSV) – lightweight buggies with an open spatial frame with 
side-by-side seating, issued in an amount of not less than 2,000 identical copies. 

T4 – trucks weighing more than 3.5 tons. Depending on the fuel used, classes are distinguished in 
each of the scoring categories – gasoline (for example, T1.1) or diesel (for example, T1.2). 

 

SS – SPECIAL STAGE 

Part of the rally. The crews travel through these stages at the highest possible speed. 

 

BIVOUAC 

Organized (fenced and guarded) location of all rally participants for rest and overnight (race 
camp) with a kitchen, a service park, showers, toilets, a media center, and race headquarters. 
This place is the race center, where the cross-country rally participants return to rest after a day 
full of sporting events, spend the night, restore equipment and continue the fight with renewed 
vigor. 
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ROAD BOOK 

The road book, given to the crews before the competition start, contains a detailed description 
of the route, compliance with which is mandatory for all crews. Any deviation from the route 
may result in exclusion from the rally. 

 

TC – TIME CONTROL (TIME CONTROL POINT) 

The control point for the time the crew passes the competition distance. Each crew must meet 
the time limit allotted for the passage of the distance from one TC point to another. For 
example, if the crew, according to the schedule, drove the TC-1 at 10:01 and the time limit is 40 
minutes, then it should get a check mark at the TC-2 at 10:41. A temporary penalty is assigned 
for an untimely check at the TC. 

 

PENALIZATION 

Punishment for the crew for violation of the timing for passing special stages, legs, speeding in 
restricted areas, or competition rules (regulations) infringement. Penalization can be set as a 
temporary penalty or a fine. The main fines are prescribed in the competition private 
regulations. Some cases of fines are decided by the college of sports commissioners. All 
temporary penalties are totaled and added up to the final result of the crew. Information is 
written to the control card. 

 

CONTROL CARD (CARNET) 

The main document of the crew. The judges record to the control card the astronomical time of 
the checks at the TC points, the start point, the Stop control point and the results shown by the 
crew at the special stages.  

 

PF – PARC FERME (CLOSED PARK) 

The area, where it is forbidden to carry out any actions with the car (service, repair, refueling, 
etc.). In fact, it is even forbidden for anyone other than the riders (to place the car to the PF or 
exit) and the judges to stay there. PF is set most often before the race start after the crews 
underwent technical inspections; after service at the marathon stages and after the rally finish 
before the official results publication and leaving for the ceremonial finish area.   
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DAKAR IN NUMBERS 
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DAKAR IN NUMBERS 
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MEDIA INFORMATION 
 
 

 

  

 

 
DAKAR Representative Office in Russia: 
 pressa@manuscript-agency.com 
http://manuscript-agency.com 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Download
• PRESS KIT 

Download
• STATISTICS AND HISTORY OF THE RACE

Download
• FACTS ABOUT SAUDI ARABIA

Link
• RALLY MEDIA ZONE
•https://www.dakar.com/en/media-area

Link
• OFFICIAL PHOTOS
•www.dakar.com/en/media-area/free-of-rights-pictures

Link
• PHOTO ARCHIVE OF VLADIMIR VASILYEV
•https://vrt.smugmug.com/

Link
• MAZ-SPORTauto PHOTO ARCHIVE
• https://photo.autosportmedia.ru/Category/2019/DAKAR/MAZ-SPORTauto

PRESS OFFICE | 

For crew questions 
MAZ-SPORTauto: 
Victoria Makar 
+375333835545 
 
For questions to the crew 
of Vladimir Vasiliev: 
Lina Arnautova 
+79219390149 
lina.arnautova@gmail.com 
 

ONLINE RESULTS 

PARTISIPANTS 

THE ROUTE 


